Renaissance Cooperative House

Standing Rules I-XII

Last amended April 2009

Standing Rule I 

Adopted March 1994; amended October 2006

Dinner Guests

Personal guests of members shall be allowed to eat dinner at the House for free. Members whose guests abuse this policy may be put on referral for uncooperative behavior.

Visiting Guests

Personal and house guests shall be allowed to stay overnight in accordance with the ICC Standing Rules. Neither personal nor house guests shall be given keys to any room.

Standing Rule II 

 Adopted ____; amended October 2006

Smoking policy

Smoking shall be prohibited in all members' rooms.

Cat policy

Cats shall be allowed as pets in the following suites only: Karma and Russell. Within these suites, only one (1) cat shall be allowed per large single room.

Members may not take in stray cats without first taking them to a qualified veterinarian for a general health inspection and vaccination.

Members with a cat must register the cat with the ICC office. The member must provide proof of the cat's current vaccinations and status as spayed/neutered within one (1) week of taking in the cat, except in the case where the cat is less than six (6) months old, in which case the documentation must be provided as soon as the cat reaches six (6) months of age.

The cat is not permitted outside the confines of the member's room unless the cat is being transported in a cat carrier to some other location.

The member shall not give food or water to the cat using utensils or dishes from the house.

The member shall not give the cat any food purchased by the House.

The member shall take full responsibility for the actions of the cat and treat it in a humane way.

Members failing to adhere to this standing rule shall be charged a base fine of N dollars, with N established by House Standing Rule IV.

Standing Rule III 

Adopted April 1999 

Extension of Fall/Winter Contracts 

The President and Treasurer shall have the joint authority to approve, without a House vote, a short-term contract lasting at least one (1) month for a member who has a valid Fall/Winter contract.

Standing Rule IV 

Adopted April 1998; amended November 2007

Work Fines 

The base amount for fines, N, shall be $31.00.  This applies to the fining procedure describe in IV.B.1. of the Constitution.

Amenities Base Amount 

The base amount for amenities, X, shall be $45.00. This applies to the procedure for spending Amenities Fund money, as described in VIII.B.3. of the Constitution.

Standing Rule V 

Adopted March 2006

Changes to the Standing Rules 

The Standing Rules may be amended by a vote at a House meeting. Any member may call for a ballot vote.

Standing Rule VI 

Adopted March 2006

Policy on Lost Keys

A. If a member loses a key, he or she is subject to a fine.

B. The base amount for fines, K, shall be $10.00 per key.

C. Spare room and building keys are kept by keyholders, and others by the maintenance manager. Masters for all keys are stored in the key closet.

D. If there is only one spare key left, it shall not be given to the negligent member. Instead, a member of the maintenance crew makes more copies before giving the negligent member one of the copies.

E. The loss of any key shall be reported at a House meeting. The House may vote to decide whether it is necessary to change any locks, bearing in mind that the ICC pays to change the building locks according to a schedule.

Standing Rule VII 

Adopted January 2009

O.B.A.M.A.! 

(Our Battle Against Member Apathy)       

The Labor Transparency and Officer Accountability Act of 2009

ONE:

Renaissance Officers are expected to attend all Renaissance House Meetings and report on their co-op-related labor since the previous Renaissance House meeting. If an officer is unable to attend the house meeting, they must email the President the report no later than 24 hours before the meeting start time. Failure to do labor or report is grounds for a fine in the amount of N, as determined in Standing Rule IV and IV.B.1. of the Renaissance Constitution, as long as the President and at least two other Renaissance Officers agree (or one other Renaissance Officer and one Renaissance Keyholder agree with the President).

TWO:

The Renaissance Work Schedule, including the name of all current Renaissance members, shall be posted outside the Renaissance Dining room and be updated as often as necessary to remain current.

A spreadsheet showing all labor-related fines, credits,  and rotationals still owed, will be posted outside the Renaissance Dining room next to the Work Schedule. This spread sheet shall be updated every Monday.

Notice of member referrals and expulsions shall be posted outside the Renaissance Dining room and be updated as necessary to remain current.

The Renaissance Information Steward shall have final responsibility for making sure the postings are up to date. All officers and members will cooperate in providing the necessary information to facilitate this.

THREE:

Officers shall make every attempt to discuss house-related issues at House Meetings. Should officers decide to have a discussion on house-related issues in a private Officer Meeting, the minutes of that meeting -including all decisions made- shall be emailed to the house within 7 days of the meeting.

Standing Rule VIII

Adopted March 2007

Policy on Policy on Guest, Non-Standard, and Non-student Contract Approvals for Spring and Summer Terms

For any guest or non-standard contract, as defined by the ICC Standing Rules, the current President and one other current officer shall have the power to approve, without a vote by the House membership, any contract for any period of time during the Spring and Summer terms, lasting not longer than one consecutive Spring and Summer term. This power extends to non-student contracts, as defined by the ICC Standing Rules, where the prospective member meets all criteria of a student according to the ICC Standing Rules except enrollment at an institution of higher learning in the County of Washtenaw, meaning that such a student at an institution outside the county may be approved by the current President and one other current officer without a vote of the House membership. Any contract which extends into a Fall or Winter term must be approved by the House membership separately according to normal procedures for approval of such contracts, as defined in the ICC Standing Rules.

No officer shall be obliged to approve such a contract without bringing it to a vote of the House membership. That is, if the officer is unsure whether to approve, he or she may refuse to do so.  If no two officers are willing to approve the contract, the request for approval shall be brought to the House membership for a vote.

Standing Rule IX 

Adopted December 2007

Replacing the previous Standing Rule IX that expired 12/07

Keyholder Evolution_v2.0 Winter 2008

A. House chore credit: Keyholders shall receive one House Rotational Shift Credit for their positions for this semester.

B. Duties: As defined in Article VII of the Renaissance Cooperative House Constitution, Keyholders shall be responsible for the overall condition of their suite.

C. Penalties: Keyholders are subject to the same house fining procedure as defined in Article IV of the Renaissance Cooperative House Constitution.

D. Expiration: This standing rule shall expire at the end of the Winter 2008 term.

Standing Rule X 

Adopted January 2008

Participants in Global REACH Program

House approval for non-student status and for guest or short-term contracts, according to the ICC Standing Rules, shall not be required for any participant from abroad of the Global REACH program of the University of Michigan Medical School to sign a contract to stay at the House during the period of his or her arranged program at the University of Michigan. The House President, along with one other Renaissance Officer, is authorized to sign any approval forms required by the ICC documenting the House decision without arranging a vote at a House meeting.

Standing Rule XI 

Adopted February 2008

Switching rooms within the House

A member who wishes to switch to any other room in the House shall not require House approval if so required by the ICC Standing Rules. The House President, along with one other Renaissance Officer, is authorized to sign any approval forms required by the ICC documenting the House decision without arranging a vote at a House meeting.

Standing Rule XII 

Adopted April 2009

Spring/Summer Storage In Member Rooms

In lieu of a house meeting release, those current members that have signed a new contract for at least the following Fall semester may be released from House Charges for the parts of Spring/Summer term that they are not here if the following conditions are met:

1) The Member must sign a full Spring/Summer contract

2) They must be gone for at least one full month of the Spring/Summer term.

3) The Ren President (or Board Rep if the President is making the request) and one other Ren Officer agree.

4) The cap of 2 Large singles and 4 Small singles, for this type of release, has not been exceeded.

The member will only be released for the time that they are actually away from the co-op (minimum one month).
